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RESIDENTIAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSES
Vacational Studies Courses have been running for 31
years. We have tried in this time to develop an enjoyable
balance between ‘vacation’ and ‘study’. Here is our
programme for Summer 2004.

WHAT WE TRY TO DO

Vacational Studies tries to create a totally international
Course with students from as many different countries as
possible. We avoid accepting a large number of students
from any particular country. In this way we try to ensure
that English is the main medium of communication
among the students. By using English not just as a school
subject, but as a living language, we hope our students will
realise better its importance and value. When young people
want to use English to make friends, this element of
self-motivation greatly increases their fluency.

The emphasis on the practical use of English is combined
with a full enorts. entertainment and excur<ion

*...the best

whole life...

ACCREDITED BY THE BRITISH COUNCIL

Vacational Studies is ‘Accredited by the British Council and
is a member of ARELS (The Association of Recognised
English Language Services) — a professional body,
membership of which is granted only after thorough
inspection and re-inspections every four years. We were
last inspected in 2003,

ABOUT THIS BROCHURE

This is an Information Book. The first section gives you a
factual overview of the work we do, so you can decide if
we are right for your youngster. The second part ("News
2003-2004") is written in a different style so you have an
idea of my personality which necessarily influences the
atumosphere on the Courses. It gives a more detailed
rationale of the 2004 Courses and what has shaped them,
s0 you and your son or daughter will be fully informed
and can prepare for the experience. If your application is
accepted, both sections are essential reading. In particular,



CHOICE OF COURSE

The Courses have the same format.

The only differences are location and dates.
2004 dates are:-

Mary Hare
Cheam

6 July — 3 August 2004
14 July — 11 August 2004

(4 weeks)
(4 weeks)

RESIDENCE
The Courses are all fully residential. Students eat, sleep and receive classes
in the Schools.

THE STUDENTS

We accept boys and girls — near-beginners, intermediate and more advanced
students — aged 11 to 17. Complete beginners are not accepted because they cannot
participate in an international community.

The Courses are sports-orientated and encourage good social development in a
community situation.

STUDENTS WHO WILL BENEFIT

Please make sure that our Course is suitable for your child and that he/she wants to
come. Those who will benefit and we enjoy having with us will be internationally-
minded, interested in English, outgoing, gregarious and able to function
independently. They will also be willing to accept the constraints of community
living. We consider it so important that our standards and expectations are
understood and accepted that we ask parents to confirm that they and their children
have read the rules and that they agree to abide by them. A slip sent with the rules
is provided for this purpose.

HOW THEY WILL BENEFIT

We hope that our students will learn a great deal of English, make good friendships
and develop a positive international feeling As well as formal study, we concentrate
on the holiday aspect of the Course. While we try to involve students in all
activities, we naturally respect the wishes of those who like to read quietly or be
with friends. Over the years, we have built up an excellent reputation with parents
and young people all over the world. Many boys and girls spend several summers
with us renewing old friendships and making new ones. Most students come to us
on personal recommendation. The numbers on the Courses are deliberately kept
quite small so that the staff can get to know everybody and treat each young person
as an individual.



The Schools

THE SCHOOLS AND SURROUNDINGS

For 2004 we have Courses at Schools near Newbury —
The Mary Hare School and Cheam School. Newbury is a
small country town in a pleasant part of southern
England in the Berkshire Downs. It is 70km west of
London and 45km south of Oxford. The Schools we use
are among the best in the area.

THE MARY HARE SCHOOL

The Mary Hare School is a campus comprising several
buildings that we have used since 1982. Various
architectural styles are represented. There are formal
gardens and woodland and extensive grounds which
include several playing fields, a range of tennis courts, a
gymnasium and a large indoor swimming pool.

CHEAM SCHOOL

Cheam School is a late nineteenth century mansion that
we have used since 1975. A particular feature is the sunken
formal garden. The School’s large grounds with playing
fields, lawns and woods, back onto Watership Down. There
is a recently built sports hall/gymnasium and a range of
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SHOPPING AFTERNOONS (Optional Extra)

In addition to the organised excursions above (which are
included in the Course Fee), there are one or two optional
shopping afternoons which are not included in the Course
Fee. These are in Newbury or another town near the
School. We think it safe for young people to shop in these
towns unaccompanied by staff, if parents have indicated
their agreement to this on the Application Form. This helps
them achieve a measure of independence. Younger students
can be accompanied by staff if parents or we so wish.
There will be several staff in the town while our students
are shopping. Travel is by private coach from the School
with accompanying staff. The cost of transport (payable by
students if they wish to go) is about £6.

THEATRE VISITS (Optional Extra)

Tickets for smash-hit West End musicals that are booked
out months in advance have been requested and we will b
allocated a limited number. Students who apply early
enough will be able to see one of these shows. The cost of
each (show + travel to the theatre) will be in the range
£30-£50.The cost should be added to pocket money. If it
is not possible to provide a ticket, the money will be
returned with the student at the end of the Course.

CERTIFICATION IN SPOKEN ENGLISH BY THE INSTITUTE

OF LINGUISTS (Optional Extra)

The Institute of Linguists has been recognised by the
British Government as examiners since 1910, Specially for
us, they have devised a Certification in Spoken English
which will be externally marked by their examiners.

Certification will be on 4 levels, according to the ability o
the student. Level 1 is ‘Near-Beginner’; Level 4 is
‘Advanced’. At each level, the procedure will be:- (1) a
general conversation with the examiner during which the
ructured task in

student is giving information and (2) a

m. Including
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the end of the

1 as a Spoken Language fo
idated qualification

me of three grades — Pass, Merit,

which the student is requesting in
preparation time, the examination

minutes. It will be held in each
Course. The Certificate
Short Courses is an of’
awarded in each level ar «
Distinction. The cost is £48.00,

CERTIFICATION AT LEVEL 4+ IN SPORKEN AND WRITTEN
ENGLISH BY THE INSTITUTE OF LINGUISTS (Optional
Extra)

of returning and new students achieve such
English, The Institute of Linguists now
cation at Levels 3+ and 4+ in written and or:
bined. The cost is £70.00.

As a number

proficiency

TENNIS LESSONS (Optional Extra)

Tennis may be played at any time, but we can arrange
professional lessons, if required. These are available for
beginners or near-beginners only. Six one-hour lessons ar
given in groups of no more than four students. These mus
be requested in advance on the Application Form. If tenni
lessons are taken, a tennis racquet must be brought.









How to Apply

HOW TO APPLY

Answer all the questions on the Application Form and
return it to us with (if this is a first application) a letter
of recommendation from the school on behaviour and
attitude to study. We shall tell you immediately if the
application is acceptable and for which Course. A
‘waiting list’ operates when the Courses are full.

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

To ensure that all our students are well-motivated and keen
to participate, we ask that a brief letter of recommendation
from the school accompanies all applications from new
students. This should mention behaviour and attitude to
study. No such letter is needed for students we already
know or, exceptionally, when this might cause conflict
with educational authorities.

WHEN THE APPLICATION IS ACCEPTED

We shall write to inform you of this and include our
Invoice for the Course Fees. The Invoice can be settled in
full immediately, or 50% can be paid immediately and the
balance by the date shown on the Invoice. The place is
confirmed when the full Course Fees have been received
by us. We shall also request travel details.

HOW TO PAY
Please see the ‘Course Fees 2004’ slip.

POCKET MONEY

Pocket money can either be brought by students (as cash
or a £ cheque drawn on a British bank, payable to
‘Vacational Studies Pocket Money A/C’) or sent in advance
to the National Westminster Bank, 30 Market Place,
Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5A] in £ Sterling to Vacational
Studies Pocket Money A/C 65400100 (IBAN number
GB19 NWBK 6015 0765 4001 00) or in Euros to
Vacational Studies Pocket Money A/C 10388494 (IBAN
number GB19 NWBK 6072 0610 3884 94). Our BIC
number is: NWBK GB 2L. We also have a £ Sterling
Girobank account for personal money. The number is

255 7444. Students will tend to bring about £300.
Optional tennis coaching fees, the cost of Certification and
the cost of theatre visit(s) should be added (if applicable).
Do not send more money during the Course.

CLOTHES AND POSSESSIONS
Notes and advice on what to bring and other information
will be sent to parents and students in advance.






SCHOOLS’ ADDRESSES AND DIRECTIONS Address for students’ letters:
THE MARY HARE SCHOOL Cheam School, Headley Newbury Berkshire RG19 8LD.
From London, follow M4 to Exit 13 (Newbury). Leave M4 Telephone (to contact Course Manager):
National: (01635) 268803
International: +44 1635 268803
Payphone (for students)

and follow signs ‘A34 Newbury'. After 1km take slip-road
on left signposted 'Curridge/Winterbourne/Donnington’,
right across the bridge, then left signposted ‘Mary Hare'.

The Mary Hare School is first on the right. National: (01635) 268225

International: +44 1635 268225
Address for students’ letters:

The Mary Hare School, Newbury Berkshire RG14 3BQ.
Telephone (to contact Course Manager):

National: (01635) 244221

International: +44 1635 244221

The telephone numbers and addresses given above are only
for use during the Courses. During the rest of the year,
please use our Newbury Office address and telephone
numbers below.

Payphone (for students): DIRECTIONS BY RAIL
National: (01635) 244261 By train from London, leave from Paddington Station.
International: +44 1635 244261 Arrive at Newbury Station. There are normally taxis at

Newbury Station. If not, there are taxi numbers in the
CHEAM SCHOOL

From Newbury, take the A339 road (signposted
‘Basingstoke) for 10km into Headley village. Cheam
School (Front Entrance) is signposted on the right.

phone box near the Station.

“I'll never
ever torget

this great
month.”

We have tried to describe the Courses fully and frankly. Please also see the section “Unrealisable Expectations’ in the News Section. The News
Section (enclosed) contains more detailed information on various aspects of the Course. It is essential reading for the parents of 2004 Course
participants and is not only a résumé of the previous summer. We hope this brochure contains all the information you need to make your choice.
Any further details you may require can be obtained from the parents of our past students and past students themselves (the addresses of some of
these are on the enclosed list) and the Director. We suggest you contact our ‘parental references’ as they may offer useful advice.

Our Courses are designed with the benefit of years of experience and we are confident that we can combine the learning of good written and
spoken English with an unforgettable and enjoyable holiday.















BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE Pepys' Oak, Tydehams, Newbury,
Tan Mucklejohn — who, as the Director, co-ordinates the Schools — was born Berkshire RG14 6]T, England

in London. He is a graduate of the University of London with an Honours

Degree in English Language and Literature, is an Associate of the College of Teinphone

National 01635 523333

Precept d a Fellow of th al Society of Arts. He has had many vyears
SR Skl i i 7Y International +44 1635 523333

experience in teaching. He is the founder of Vacational Studies and has three
young sons of his own. Telephone (mobile)
National 07717 007007
International +44 7717 007007

Fax
National 01635 523999
International +44 1635 523999

racstuds.com

Web Site
http://www.vacstuds.com
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