..thank you for giving

me the best month
of my life.

And it really was...
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THE COURSES

RESIDENTIAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSES The one thing

Vacational Studies Courses have been running for 25 years. We have tried in this
j : ‘ that can never be
time to develop an enjoyable balance between ‘vacation’ and ‘study’. Here is our

programme for Summer 1998. taken away from

WHAT WE TRY TO DO . s
your children is
Vacational Studies tries to create a totally international
Course with students from as many different countries as g
. : : : the investment
possible. We avoid accepting a large number of students from
any particular country. In this way we try to ensure that
English is the main medium of communication among the you make in
students. By using English not just as a school subject, but as

a living language, we hope our students will realise better its their education...
importance and value. When young people want to use

English to make friends, this element of self-motivation

greatly increases their fluency.
This emphasis on the practical use of English is combined with
a full sports, entertainments and excursion programme helping

young people to learn “English internationally....”

But it 1s more than this....

RECOGNISED BY THE BRITISH COUNCIL

Vacational Studies is ‘Recognised for the teaching of English by the
British Council’ and is a member of ARELS (The Association of
Recognised English Language Services) — a professional body,
membership of which is granted only after thorough inspection and

re-inspections every three years. We were last inspected in 1996.
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ABOUT THIS BROCHURE

This 1s an Information Book. The first
section gives you a factual overview of
the work we do, so you can decide if
we are right for your child. The second

part (‘News 1997-8) is written in a

different style so you have an idea of my

personality which necessarily influences

the atmosphere on the Courses. It gives

a more detailed ratic of the 1998
Courses and what has shaped them, so
you and your son or daughter will be
fully informed and can prepare for the
experience. If your application 1s
accepted, both sections are essential
reading. ‘Unrealisable Expectations” in

the second section deals with

fundamental issues.



THE COURSES

RESIDENCE

The Courses are all fully residential. Students

eat, sleep and receive classes in the Schools.

THE STUDENTS

We accept boys and girls — near-beginners,
mtermediate and more advanced students —

aged 11 to 17. As they cannot participate in an
international community, complete beginners are

not accepted.
The Courses are sports-orientated and
encourage good social development in a

community situation.

STUDENTS WHO WILL BENEFIT

Please make sure that our Course is suitable for
your child and that he/she wants to come. Those
who will benefit and we enjoy having with us
will be internationally-minded, interested in
English, outgoing, gregarious and able to function
independently. They will also be willing to accept
the constraints of community living. We consider
it so important that our standards and expectations
are understood and accepted that we ask parents
to confirm that they and their children have

read the rules and that they agree to abide by
them. A slip sent with the rules is provided for

this purpose.

HOW THEY WILL BENEFIT

We hope that our students will learn a great deal
of English, make good friendships and develop a
positive international feeling. As well as formal
study, we concentrate on the holiday aspect of
the Course. While we try to involve students in
all activities, we naturally respect the wishes of
those who like to read quietly or be with friends.
Ower the years, we have built up an excellent
reputation with parents and young people all over
the world. Many boys and girls spend several
summers with us renewing old friendships and
making new ones. Most students come to us on

personal recommendation. The numbers on the

Courses are deliberately kept small so that the staft

can get to know everybody and treat each child as

an individual.

CHOICE OF COURSE

The Courses all have
the same format and last
4 weeks. The only
differences are location

and dates. 1998 dates are:-

DOUAI
2 July = 30 July 1998

MARY HARE
10 July — 7 August 1998

CHEAM
14 July — 11 August 1998

ELSTREE
16 July — 13 August 1998




HERE IS A TYPICAL
MENU FOR GUIDANCE:-

BREAKFAST
Choice of cereal

Choice of various breads,
meats, cheese

Jam, marmalade, other spreads

Tea, coffee, milk, fresh orange

Juice
LUNCH

Choice of one cold or three
hot dishes

Buffet-style salad bar
Choice of desserts
Fresh fruit

Choice of one cold or three
hot dishes

Buffet-style salad bar
Choice of desserts

Fresh fruit

BEFORE BEDTIME

MEALS

Food is an important part of the Course. Meals are
prepared by professional caterers to a high
standard. Our specification for lunch and dinner is
a choice of hot dishes (including one vegetarian)
or a cold dish, a salad bar comprising about ten
different items, a choice of desserts and fresh fruit.
Students can have the first choice they want and
can return for another choice as ‘seconds’. If they
cannot find anything they like, they can ask us to

ask the caterer to prepare something special.

There is always a vegetarian option. Other special
diets can be catered for. Cold orange juice or
other drinks are available at no charge. There is a
small ‘sweet shop’.

At times throughout the Course, the menu will be
varied to include, for example, barbecues (spare
rib, sausage roll, jacket potatoes, coleslaw dip,
crisps, ice-cream, etc.) There will be also be a
traditional British ‘Christmas Dinner’ (roast turkey

with stuffing, roast potatoes, Brussels sprouts,
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meals’. If they wish, students from various
countries can advise the kitchen staff on how to
prepare and serve a meal consisting of dishes from

their own country.

There is a students’ Food Committee which meets
the Caterer regularly to discuss all aspects of the

catering.

HOW WE ENCOURAGE THE USE OF
ENGLISH

On cach Course there are students from many
different countries. We try to ensure a mixture of
nationalities in classes and dormitories. We aim to
stimulate the speaking of English socially in
various ways. Members of staff constantly

encourage English-speaking around the School.

Another ‘encouragement’ to speak English is the
‘English Only Raffle’ with a valuable prize for the
winner. Students who have spoken English much
more than their own language are, at the end of
each week, entitled to one raffle ticket.

Throughout the Course, there are also ‘English






SPORTS

Sport is an important part of the Course. Our
Sports/Social Organiser arranges a regular
programme including football, basketball,
volleyball, baseball, tennis, table-tennis, swimming,
etc. Competitions run throughout the Course.
There is also a 4-School ‘Sports Day’ when the
Schools meet for friendly competitions in the
major sports.

We take all practicable safety precautions — for
example, students using the swimming pool are

always supervised by a teacher.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

We try to create a relaxed and friendly “family’
atmosphere in which young people will feel ‘at
home’ quickly and make good social contacts.
There is a variety of activities on the programme —
discotheques, films, barbecues, folk-singing,
concerts, games, optional theatre visits, etc. The
programme is a full one. There is always something

to do and students are encouraged to participate.

EXCURSIONS

There are four days out. One is a sightseeing tour
of London, followed by shopping; the second is a
visit to Cardiff in Wales and, optionally, to the
Welsh Folk Museum; the destination for the third
excursion will be Oxford, Southampton,
Winchester or another visit to London or a similar
city of historical importance; the fourth excursion
is to ‘Sports Day’. Travel and staff supervision on

these excursions are included in the Course Fee.



THE PROGR
A\ 1

THE TEACHING
A staff of qualified,
professional teachers,
experienced in the
teaching of English as
a Foreign Language

give 4 lessons, each of

45 minutes, every day
except Sunday and excursion days. In addition,
there is a 30 minute ‘supervised study’ period each
afternoon. Classes are graded according to age and
ability in English. Students are placed first in an
‘assessment group’ and complete a range of oral
and written tasks, including a formal multiple-
choice placement test. The combined results of
these tasks together with the teacher’s opinion
eventually determine placement in a class. Class
placements are constantly reviewed and students
may be moved to more or less advanced classes,
according to their performance. The
teacher:student ratio is approximately 1:13.
Maximum class size is 16. We provide all books
and teaching materials. Coursebooks include

‘World Class’, ‘Compact’, ‘Upper Intermediate’

AMME

teachers are encouraged to work with a wide
range of lesson materials and to utilise newspaper
and magazine articles, selected TV and radio
excerpts, short stories, poems, songs and

advertisements.

The emphasis in lessons is to help develop the
students’ speaking, listening, reading and writing
skills through a topic and task-based approach.
This involves working with students on a variety
of activities centred on a particular topic and
helping them with the language needed to
complete the activities. They will be expected to
complete certain tasks. In this way, we aim to
develop our students’ confidence in using English
to communicate what is important to them and to
stimulate their interest in English as the world’s
common language. We try to give students
materials and activities that are different from
those in their own countries. Oral and written
English are taught and there is an emphasis on
conversation practice. A prize is awarded on each

Course for academic excellence.

I take my hat off
to you for creating
an environment
where young people
felt confident enough
to do this using a
language that was

not their own.




THE SCHOOLS AND SURROUNDINGS

For 1998 we have four Courses at Schools near Newbury
— Douai School, The Mary Hare School, Cheam School
and Elstree School. Newbury is a small country town in a
pleasant part of southern England in the hills of the Berkshire
Downs. It is 70km west of London and 45km south of

Oxford. The Schools we use are among the best in the area.

DOUAI SCHOOL

Douai School dates from the mid-nineteenth century with many later
additions. It is set next to Douai Abbey in 80 acres of its own grounds
and woodlands. It has extensive playing fields which adjoin Elstree
School and a range of tennis courts. It has a large indoor swimming
pool, a gymnasium and a ‘multi-gym’. Some dormitories were rebuilt

in 1996. A planned maximum of 90 students will be accepted.

THE MARY HARE SCHOOL

The Mary Hare School is a large mid-nineteenth century manor house
with many later additions. There are formal gardens and woodland and
extensive grounds which include several playing fields, a range of tennis
courts, a gymnasium and a large indoor swimming pool. A planned

maximum of 90 students will be accepted.

CHEAM SCHOOL

Cheam School is a late nineteenth century mansion. A
particular feature is the sunken formal garden. The School’s
large grounds with playing fields, lawns and woods, back
onto Watership Down. There is a recently built sports
hall/gymnasium and a range of tennis courts. It has an
open-air swimming pool. A planned maximum of 80

students will be accepted.

ELSTREE SCHOOL

Elstree School is a large eighteenth century country house
set in 40 acres of grounds with playing fields, gardens and
woods which adjoin Douai Abbey. It has a modern
gymnasium and the dining room, kitchens and some
dormitories were rebuilt in 1991. There is an open-air
swimming pool and a range of tennis courts. A planned

maximum of 80 students will be accepted.

All the Schools have swimming pools, tennis, basketball
and volleyball courts, football fields, sports hall, recreation

rooms, colour TV and bathrooms.

RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION
At all Schools, students sleep in dormitories. Girls are in

EI.S'I"KEE_ i : 5 e e & : one part of the house, boys are in another.






“I pray that I will not forget

what I have learnt. The letter
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writing, contact and the future
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HOW TO APPLY

WHEN THE APPLICATION IS ACCEPTED
We shall write to inform you of this and include
our Invoice for the Course Fees. The Invoice can
be settled in full immediately, or 50% can be paid
immediately and the balance by the date shown
on the Invoice. The place is confirmed when the

full Course Fees have been received by us. We

shall also request travel details.

HOW TO PAY

Please see the *Course Fees 1998 slip.

POCKET MONEY

HOW TO APPLY

Answer all the questions on the Application Form
and return it to us with (if this is a first application)
a letter of recommendation from the school on
behaviour and attitude to study. Retain your copy
for reference. We shall tell you immediately if the
application is acceptable and for which Course. A

‘waiting list” operates when the Courses are full.

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

To ensure that all our students are well-motivated and keen to
participate, we ask that a brief letter of recommendation from
the school accompanies all applications from new students.
This should mention behaviour and attitude to study. No such
letter is needed for students we already know or when this

might cause conflict with educational authorities.

Pocket money can cither be brought by students (as a £ Eurocheque under £700 in value, orasa £

cheque drawn on a British bank, payable to “Vacational Studies Pocket Money A/C’) or sent in advance
to the National Westminster Bank, 30 Market Place, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5A] for Vacational

Studies Pocket Money A/C 65400100, We also have a Girobank account for personal money. The

number is 255 7444. Students will tend to bring about £250. Optional tennis coaching fees and the cost

of theatre visit(s) should be added (if applicable). Do not send more moncey during the Course,

CLOTHES AND POSSESSIONS

Notes and advice on what to bring and other information will be sent to parents and students in advance.

THE COURSE FEE
INCLUDES:-

« residence at the School

» travel Heathrow-School/
School-Heathrow'

« all meals®

« tuition

« the sports programme
o the use of facilities

= excursions’

« insurance’

» the laundering of clothes®

' At specified times and terminals

—see “Travel

* Except lunch on excursions, but
including lunch on Sports Day

Travel and supervision,
not entrance fees

As described in the ‘Insurance’ slip
If not sensitive to bulk washing/
drying and at your own risk
There are NO EXTRA
CHARGES except for
optional church, theatre or
shopping visits and
professional tennis lessons.

A small (£3) deduction is
made from pocket money to
provide indoor board games
and records, tapes and CDs
for the ‘Club’. £20 ‘caution
money’ will be retained in
the student’s pocket money
account until the last day
when it will be returned less
deductions for damages

(if any).

THE COURSE FEE DOES
NOT INCLUDE

 pocket money

= optional church/theatre/

shopping visits

« travel to and from England







TRAVEL

IF YOU COME BY CAR

Road directions are given after the Schools’
addresses. Parents bringing students are asked to
arrive at between 12.30 and 14.30. Parents
collecting students on the last day are asked to

arrive before 11.00.

ON ARRIVAL AT THE SCHOOL
All money is handed in at the Office for safe

keeping. Students can withdraw money every day.
We keep passports and tickets safely. We cannot
accept responsibility for pocket money or

valuables not handed to us.

ON THE FIRST DAY

On request, students will be allocated to a
returning student who will act as a guide,
explaining the layout of the building, the way the

Course runs and answering any questions.

SCHOOLS' ADDRESSES AND
DIRECTIONS

DOUAI SCHOOL

From London, follow M4 to Exit 12 (Theale).
Leave M4 and follow signs ‘A4 Newbury’ for
9km to Woolhampton. In Woolhampton, turn
right after Falmouth Arms at the ‘Upper
Woolhampton/Douai School’ signpost. (Elstree
School is 1km along this road on the right).
Continue for 500m. Turn right at ‘Main Entrance’

sign and then immediately left.

Address for students’ letters:

Douai School

Woolhampton Reading RG7 5TH.
Telephone (to contact Course Manager):
National: (0118) 971 5262

International: +44 118 9 71 5262

THE MARY HARE SCHOOL

From London, follow M4 to Exit 13 (Newbury).
Leave M4 and follow signs *A34 Newbury’. After
1km take slip-road on left signposted

‘Curridge/ Winterbourne/Donnington’, then left
signposted ‘Mary Hare’. The Mary Hare School is

first on the right.

Address for students’ letters:

The Mary Hare School

Newbury Berkshire RG16 9BQ.
Telephone (to contact Course Manager):
National: (01635) 244231

International: +44 1635 244231

CHEAM SCHOOL
From Newbury, take the A339 road (signposted
‘Basingstoke”’) for 10km. Cheam School (Front

Entrance) is signposted on the right.

Address for students’ letters:

Cheam School

Headley Newbury Berkshire RG19 SLD.
Telephone (to contact Course Manager):
National: (01635) 268803

International: +44 1635 268803

ELSTREE SCHOOL

See directions to Douai.

Address for students’ letters:

Elstree School

Woolhampton Reading RG7 5TD.
Telephone (to contact Course Manager):
National: (0118) 971 2725
International: +44 118 9 71 2725

The telephone numbers and addresses given above
are only for use during the Courses and only the
Course Manager can be obtained on them.
During the rest of the year, please use our
Newbury Office address and telephone numbers

on the back cover.

DIRECTIONS BY RAIL

By train from London, leave from Paddington
Station. For Mary Hare and Cheam, arrive at
Newbury Station. For Douai and Elstree arrive at
Reading Station or Midgham Station. There are
normally taxis at Newbury Station. If not, there
are taxi numbers in the phone box near the
Station. There are always taxis at Reading Station.
There are no taxis at Midgham Station. Walk to

A4 road, then follow road directions.

FINALLY....

We have tried to describe
the Courses fully and frankly.
Please also see the section
‘Unrealisable Expectations’
in the News Section. The
News Section following
contains more detailed
information on various
aspects of the Course. It is
essential reading for the
parents of 1998 Course
participants and is not only
a résumé of the previous
summer. We hope this
brochure contains all the
information you need to
make your choice. Any
further details you may
require can be obtained from
the parents of our past
students and past students
themselves (the addresses

of some of these are on the
enclosed list) and the
Director. We suggest you
contact our ‘parental
references’ as they may offer

useful advice.

Our Courses are designed
with the benefit of years of
experience and we are
confident that we can
combine the learning of
good written and spoken
English with an

unforgettable and enjoyable

holiday.
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The churning noise of a

diesel engine breaks this silence briefly and then stops. A few minutes later, faint

sobs can be heard, then weeping interspersed with the occasional howl as those who

have been thrown together for four weeks and have formed the hoped-for relationships

are parted, sometimes for ever. The arvival of the green Bennetts bus is the prelude to

this 6 a.m. drama at each of the four schools. Red-eyed, tear-streaked young people

whose nerve-endings tingle close to the surface, cling to each other for one last hug,

one last emotional experience before the jets that brought them together, speed them

apart. So it has been for 25 years and so it may be for a_few more years to come.

‘Thank you for giving me the best
experience of my life. I never dreamed that
my time would have or even could have
been so good. I congratulate you for the
running and organisation of all four schools:
you have found the perfect formula for a
summer of fun’ — (from a British student.)

Another writes: ‘I would like to thank you

for giving me the best month of my life.
And it really was. I felt so different at the
end of the Course. I can’t thank you
cnough for giving me the opportunity to
have so many invaluable, brilliant
experiences.” From a Dutch student: ‘T had
the time of my life.” From a member of
staff: “Another fantastic month and a
wonderful time.’ From a parent: “We
noticed your professional standards are high
and we want to pay our compliments to
you and your staff.... He enjoyed every
minute of it.” From a student: ‘Now I can
say that I feel no more only an Italian girl,
but something more, exactly like all the
other people of this beautiful world. And
this has been possible only because of you

and your organisation.’

So many letters; such heartfelt sentiments.
Modesty prevents my continuing. Suffice it

to say that when a parent decides to send a

in that child’s future. It is an investment,

the dividends from which can never be
taken away. The benefit will always be
there — linguistic, social, emotional. ‘T was
touched by the ‘magic’ of VacStuds,” writes
one of the staff. And magic is there. I have
never worked out quite where it lies, but it
is around and it touches everyone. As with
all magic tricks, it does not do to look too
closely at how it all happens, but what
caused all these emotional reactions In west

Berkshire in the summer of 19972 Read on....

We have had dry summers; we have had
summers with some rain, but I think we
have never before had a summer that
combined the torrid heat of the tropics with
the downpours of the monsoon season.
While the weather of the first few weeks
was typical of the summers of the north
Atlantic, as July turned into August, the air
became still and sultry. Even the warm rain
was no escape from the sticky heat more
suited to the jungle than the English
countryside. Whatever the weather threw at

us, the fun went on.



“For those four wee

I had a second home

and a second family

that I treasure just
as much as my

real ones.”
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Ian Mucklejohn — who, as the Director,
co-ordinates the Schools — was born in London.
He is a graduate of the University of London with
an Honours Degree in English Language and
Literature, is an Associate of the College of
Preceptors and a Fellow of the Royal Society

of Arts. He has had many years experience in
teachine He s the founder of Vacational Studies:

Wb

Pepys’ Oak
Tydehams

Newbury

Berkshire RG14 6]T
England

TELEPHONE

National

01635 523333

International

+44 1635 523333

FAX

National

01635 523999

International

+44 1635 523999

E-MAIL
vacstuds@uvacational-studies.co.uk
WEB SITE

hitoy: / foraroe vacational-stindies conk















