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The Folies
Bergéres gang

Angela (Spain)

Rolanda (Angola) and Debby (Netherlands)
say ‘cheese’

Magda (Switzerlands) learns
English from Jon (England)







" Schools

THE SCHOOLS AND SURROUNDINGS

For 1996 we have four Courses at Schools near Newbury -
Douai School, The Mary Hare School, Cheam School and
Elstree School. Newbury is a small country town in a pleasant
part of southern England in the hills of the Berkshire Downs. It

is 70km west of London and 45km south of Oxford. The Schools |

we use are among the best in the area.

DOUAI SCHOOL

Douai School dates from the mid-
nineteenth century with many later
additions. It is set next to Douai
Abbey in 80 acres of its own grounds
and woodlands. It has extensive
playing fields which adjoin Elstree
School and a range of tennis courts,
It has a large indoor swimming pool,
a gymnasium and a ‘multi-gym’. A
planned maximum of 95 students
will be accepted.

THE MARY HARE SCHOOL
The Mary Hare School is a large mid-
nineteenth century manor house with
many later additions. There are
formal gardens and woodland and
extensive grounds which include
several playing fields, a range of
tennis courts, a gymnasium and a
large indoor swimming pool. A
planned maximum of 100 students
will be accepted.

CHEAM SCHOOL

Cheam School is 2 late nineteenth
century mansion. A particular feature
is the sunken formal garden. The
School’s large grounds with playing
fields, lawns and woods, back onto
Watership Down. There is a recently
built sports hall/gymnasium and a
range of tennis courts, It has an
open-air swimming pool. A planned
maximum of 85 students will be
accepted.

ELSTREE SCHOOL

Elstree School is a large eighteenth
century country house set in 40 acres
of grounds with playing fields,
gardens and woods which adjoin
Douai Abbey. It has 2 modern
gymnasium and the dining room,
kitchens and some dormitories were
rebuilt in 1991. There is an open-air
swimming pool and a range of tennis
courts. A planned maximum of 90
students will be accepted.

All the Schools have swimming pools,
tennis, baskethall and volleyball
courts, football fields, sports hall,
recreation rooms, colour TV and
bathrooms.

RESIDENTIAL
ACCOMMODATION

At all Schools, students sleep in
dormitories. Girls are in one part of
the house, boys are in another,

CHOICE OF COURSE

The Courses all have the same format.

The only differences are location and
dates. 1996 dates are:-

Douai

3 July — 31 July 1996 (4 weeks)
Mary Hare

7 July — 4 August 1996 (4 weeks)
Cheam

11 July — 8 August 1996 (4 weeks)

Elstree
17 July — 14 August 1996 (4 weeks)

Part of Douai

Mary Hare - The Manor House

Cheam

Elstree












“Apply

HOW TO APPLY

Answer all the questions on the Application Form and return it to us with (if this is a first
application) a letter of recommendation from the school on behaviour and attitude to study.
Retain your copy for reference. We shall tell you immediately if the application is acceptable and
for which Course. A ‘waiting list’ operates when the Courses are full.

LETTER OF
RECOMMENDATION

To ensure that all our students are
well-motivated and keen to
participate, we ask that a brief letter
of recommendation from the school
accompanies all applications from
new students. This should mention
behaviour and attitude to study. No
such letter is needed for students we
already know or when this might
cause conflict with educational
authorities.

WHEN THE APPLICATION IS
ACCEPTED

We shall write to inform you of this
and include our Invoice for the
Course Fees. The Invoice can be
settled in full immediately, or 50%
can be paid immediately and the
balance by the date shown on the
Invoice. The place is confirmed when
the full Course Fees have been
received by us. We shall also request
travel details.

HOW TO PAY
Please see the ‘Course Fees 1996" slip.

‘His name is Charlie..."

THE COURSE FEE INCLUDES:-
o residence at the School

travel Heathrow-School/School-
Heathrow'

L ]

all meals’

tuition

e the sports programme
o the use of facilities

o excursions’

e jnsurance’

the laundering of clothes’
A specified times and terminals - see “Travel’
Except lunch on excursions, but including
lunch on Sports Day
‘Travel and supervision, not entrance fees
s described in the Insurance’ slip

IF ot sensitive to bulk washing/drying, at your

own risk
There are NO EXTRA CHARGES
except for optional church, theatre or
shopping visits and professional
tennis lessons. A small (£3) deduction
is made from pocket money to
provide indoor board games and
records, tapes and CDs for the ‘Club’,
£20 ‘caution money' will be retained
in the student’s pocket money
account until the last day when it will
be returned less deductions for
damages (if any.)
THE COURSE FEE DOES NOT
INCLUDE
e pocket money

o gptional church/theatre/shopping
visits
e travel to and from England

POCKET MONEY

Pocket money can either be brought
by students (as a & Eurocheque under
£700 in value, or as a & cheque drawn
on a British bank, payable to
Vapratinnal Shidies Pocket Money

Eating a doughnut the hard way

AC'Y or sent in advance to the
National Westminster Bank, 30
Market Place, Newbury, Berkshire
RG14 5A] for Vacational Studies
Pocket Money A/C 65400100. We also
have a Girobank account for personal
money. The number is 255 7444.
Students will tend to bring about
£250. Optional tennis coaching fees
and the cost of theatre visit(s) should
be added (if applicable). Do not send
more money during the Course.

CLOTHES AND POSSESSIONS
Notes and advice on what to bring
and other information will be sent to
parents and students in advance.










Jorge and Bas again

Secrets

Christelle (Monaco) and ‘memory boolk’

The last of the students have
stumbled, bleary-eyed, from the
bosom of their new-found family to
the cold reality of a Bennetts bus in
the early morning; the last of the staff
have exchanged addresses; my PA has
wrapped up and posted the last item
of named lost property; the 387th
report has been written; the final
frame of the VacStuds Video has been
viewed and slotted into its appropriate
place; the letters of thanks have
started to arrive. VacStuds 1995 can
now be laid to rest. The memories live
on. ‘She came back absolutely
thrilled and overwhelmed by the
atmosphere at the school and is
determined to attend it again next
vear. We are impressed since her
English has improved beyond our
expectations’ - a Swiss parent. ‘I'm
sure that this was the best month I've
ever had in my life. I will never forget
it and I write to everybody because 1
don’t want to lose my wonderful
friends’ - 4 Dutch student. ‘It was the
experience of a lifetime and I will
never forget it’ - another Dutch
student. “We can also say she was very
pleased with the food, which I know
you took a special concern for’ -
French parent. ‘Never before have |
made so many friends in one month.
You were right to say that after
VacStuds I'd have more international
contacts than anyone of the same age
in the country - I'm sure [ have! - an
English student. “The staff and
teacher were, in one word, terrific’ -
yet another Dutch student. ‘Her stay
was in every way a success’ - a Danish
parent. “Thanks again for another
splendid summer’ - a Course
Manager. ‘I think this year was as
good as last year and [ know the kids
had a lot of fun. I hope you'll
consider me again for next year' - a
teacher. ‘Every year is different, but
every year is the same. You meet
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Ian Mucklejohn - who, as the
Director, co-ordinates the Schools
- was born in London. He is a
graduate of the University of
London with an Honours Degree in
English Language and Literature, is
an Associate of the College of
Preceptors and a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Arts. He has had
many years experience in teaching.
He is the founder of Vacational
Studies.

Pepys' Oak
Tydehams

Newbury
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Telephone

National

01635 523333
International

+44 1635 523333

Fax

National

01635 523999
International

+44 1635 523999

E-Mail

Compuserve: 100113,1357
Internet:
100113.1357@Compuserve.Com
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