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Vacational
Studies

Residential English Language Courses

Vacational Studies Courses have been running for 12 years and we
have tried in this time to develop a programme to provide an
enjoyable balance between ‘vacation’ and ‘study’. Here is our
programme for Summer 1983.

Recognized by The British Council

Vacational Studies is ‘Recognized as Efficient by The British
Council’ and is a member of FELCO (The Federation of English
Language Course Organisations) - a professional body membership
of which is granted only after thorough inspection and 3-yearly
re-inspections.

What we try to do

Vacational Studies tries to create a totally international Course with
students from as many different countries as possible. We avoid
accepting alarge number of students from any particular country. In
this way we try to ensure that English is the main medium of
communication among the students. By using English not just as a
school subject, but as a living language, we hope our students will
realise better its importance and value. When children must use
English to make friends, the element of self-motivation greatly
increases their fluency.

This emphasis on the practical use of English is combined with a full
sports, social and excursion programme helping children to learn
‘English internationally......"

Residence
The Courses are all fully residential. The children sleep, eat and
receive classes in the Schools.

The Students

We accept boys and girls aged 11 to 16 - beginners, intermediate and
more advanced students. An innovation for 1983 is that we shall
accept a small number of students at 17 - if they have been with us
before.

The Courses are sports-orientated and encourage good social
development in a community situation.

The Schools and Surroundings

For 1983 our Courses are at three Schools near Newbury - The
Mary Hare School, Cheam School and Elstree School. Newbury is
in a pleasant part of southern England amid the hills of the Berkshire
Downs in a rural area famous for race-horse training. Newbury is a
small market town 70km. west of London and 45km. south of
Oxford. Our three School buildings are among the finest in the area.

Cheam School

Cheam School is an elegant late-nineteenth century mansion with
impressive interior designing on a grand scale. A particular feature
is the sunken formal garden. There is an excellent multi-purpose
sports hall/gymnasium. The School’s large grounds include several
playing fields, lawns and woods. A maximum of 95 students will be
accepted.
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Elstree School

Elstree School is a splendid, large eighteenth century country
house, attractively set in 40 acres of grounds with large playing
fields, gardens and woods. It has a modern well-equipped
gymnasium. A maximum of 80 students will be accepted.
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communication among the students. By using English not just as a
school subject, but as a living language, we hope our students will
realise better its importance and value. When children must use
English to make friends, the element of self-motivation greatly
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This emphasis on the practical use of English is combined with a full
sports, social and excursion programme helping children to learn
‘English internationally......’
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The Courses are all fully residential. The children sleep, eat and
receive classes in the Schools.

The Students

We accept boys and girls aged 11 to 16 - beginners, intermediate and
more advanced students. An innovation for 1983 is that we shall
accept a small number of students at 17 - if they have been with us
before.

The Courses are sports-orientated and encourage good social
development in a community situation.

The Schools and Surroundings

For 1983 our Courses are at three Schools near Newbury - The
Mary Hare School, Cheam School and Elstree School. Newbury is
in a pleasant part of southern England amid the hills of the Berkshire
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Oxford. Our three School buildings are among the finest in the area.
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Part of Mary Hare - The Manor House

The Mary Hare School

The Mary Hare School is a large mid-nineteenth century manor
house, excellently equipped and maintained in superb condition.
There are formal gardens and extensive grounds which include
several large playing fields, a range of tennis courts, a gymnasium
and a large indoor swimming pool. A maximum of 105 students will
be accepted.
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Cheam

Elstree School

Elstree School is a splendid, large eighteenth century country
house, attractively set in 40 acres of grounds with large playing
fields, gardens and woods. It has a modern well-equipped
gymnasium. A maximum of 80 students will be accepted.
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Elstree

All Schools have

swimming pool

tennis courts

basketball and volleyball courts
football fields

sports hall

table-tennis

comfortable dormitory accommodation
hot and cold baths and/or showers
library

colour television

recreation rooms

Choice of Course

The Courses at Mary Hare, Cheam and Elstree have the same
format, but each develops its own atmosphere and traditions. Each
Course is of 4 weeks’ duration. We offer a choice of dates:-
Mary Hare:

10 July - 7 August 1983

Cheam

21 July - 18 August 1983

Elstree

24 July - 21 August 1983

(Please see section on ‘Travel’)






Sports

Sport is an important part of the Course. Our Sports/Social
Organiser arranges a regular programme including football,
basketball, volleyball, baseball, tennis, table-tennis, padder tennis,
swimming, etc. Competitions run throughout the Course. New for
1983 is a 3-School Sports Day when all three Schools will meet for
friendly competitions in all the major sports. This Sports Day will be
arranged so that every student will have the opportunity to
participate as well as watch.

We take all practicable safety precautions - for example, children
using the swimming pool are always supervised by a teacher.

Social Activities
We try to create a relaxed and friendly ‘family’ atmosphere in which

children will feel ‘at home’ quickly and make good sacial contacts..

There is a variety of activities on the programme - discotheques,
films, barbecues, folk-singing, concerts, games, theatre visits, etc.
The programme is a full one. There is always something to do and
children are encouraged to participate.

Shopping (Optional)

As well as the shopping excursions to London and Oxford, thereis a
shopping afternoon each week. In 1983, there will be two shopping
afternoons in Newbury, one in Basingstoke (a modern town) 30km.
south of Newbury and one in Hungerford and Marlborough (old
towns in Berkshire and Wiltshire) 20km. and 30km. west of
Newbury. All these towns are pleasant for shopping and are quite
different from each other. We think it safe for children to shop there
unaccompanied by staff in groups of no less than 3 - if parents have
indicated their agreement to this on the Application Form. This
helps children to achieve a measure of independence. Children can
be accompanied by staff if parents so wish and there will be several
staff in the towns while students are shopping. Travel is by private
coach from the School, payable by students, if they wish to go.
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Ivor trying to teach tennis to Dolores (Italy)

Tennis Lessons (Optional Extra)

Children may play tennis at any time, but we can arrange
professional lessons, if required. These are available for beginners
or near-beginners only. 8 one-hour lessons are given in groups of no
more than 4 and must be requested in advance on the Application
Form. If tennis lessons are taken, a tennis racquet must be brought.

Hot rolls and butter
Tea or coffee
Lunch:
Fried plaice garni with chipped potatoes or
Chicken with fresh green salad
Yoghurt and fresh fruit
Evening meal:
Roast lamb or steak and kidney pie
Roast and creamed potatoes
Carrots and peas
or ‘cold table’ (e.g. paté with various salads)
Apple and honey pudding
or Cheese and biscuits
Before bedtime:
Hot chocolate and biscuits

At times through the Course the menu will be varied to include:-
‘English breakfast’ (fried eqq and bacon with grilled tomato, or
similar); ‘English tea’ (choice of different kinds of bread, choice of
spreads, cakes and buns) and barbecued meals (spare rib, sausage
roll, jacket potatoes, coleslaw dip, crisps, ice-cream, etc.)
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Toon (Netherlands), Luis (Mexico) and Xavier (Spain) playing football
A Typical Day
08.30  Breakfast
09.15 First class

10.00 Break
10.15 Second class
11.00 Break

11.30 Third class
12.15  Break. Collect pocket money for the day
13.00 Lunch
13.45 Fourth class
14.30 Organised sports and games
18.00 Evening Meal
18.30  ‘Homework’ followed by games, films,etc.
21.00 Hot chocolate and biscuits
21.30 Bedtime dJuniors
(Seniors and Veterans have their own ‘Club’)
22.30 Bedtime Seniors
23.15 Bedtime Veterans

‘Senior’ bedtimes apply to students aged 13Y; and over.
‘Veteran’ bedtimes apply to students aged 16', and over.
‘Veteran’ status may be awarded to other students as a privilege and
may be withdrawn as a sanction.

Residential accommodation

At all Schools the children sleep in dormitories. The girls are in one
part of the house, the boys in another. The accommodation is
comfortable and roomy. Bed linen is provided by us.



Health

Minor illnesses are treated by our own staff. There is a Matron with
a special surgery/sick room in each School. We also use the
services of doctors in the locality. We ask parents to give us full
health information on the Application Form.

Insurance

Every student is now covered by a special Insurance Policy
underwritten by Lloyds. Full details are on the enclosed information
sheet. Briefly, the Insurance includes refund of full Course Fees if
certified serious illness or accident during the month before the
Course prevents attendance on the Course; private medical
treatment to the value of £2,500; personal possessions and luggage
cover to the value of £400; personal money cover to the value of
£100; return air fare to the value of £200 if an APEX reservation is
lost because of delayed or advanced departure through illness or
accident.
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Hans (Netherlands) and Wolfgang (Germany) in the
Sports Hall at Cheam

There is no extra charge for this Insurance. Every student is
automatically covered (subject to the enclosed conditions) when
the application is accepted.

How we look after children

We understand the concern felt by parents when their children are
away from home. They are under constant supervision, as far as
practicable, both in the School and on excursions. QOur total staff:
student ration of about 1:6 ensures that the children are well looked
after.

In addition to the staff, on each Course there is an older ex-student
to assist with sports and social activities.

During the Course, progress reports are sent to all parents detailing
the child’s performance in oral and written work and also social
behaviour. At the end of the Course, all parents are sent a final
report and leaving certificate together with a report from the
Director on the student’s general progress and behaviour.

If there is a problem

We shall contact you. We send students alist of rules and standards
of behaviour expected before the Course begins. These are
straightforward. Basically, we expect children to respect the
buildings, equipment and the feelings of other people and show
good manners.

If a child is correctly motivated (see section on ‘Children who will
benefit’) there should be no discipline problems, but if any should
arise, we reserve the right to contact parents and, if we consider it
necessary, require that the child be taken home at the parents’
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How we encourage the use of English

On each Course there are students from many different countries.
We try to ensure a mixture of nationalities in classes and
dormitories. We aim to stimulate the speaking of English socially in
various ways. Members of staff constantly encourage English-
speaking around the School; they also sit on children’s tables at
every evening meal. Some meals have internationally mixed seating
plans with a ‘Veteran’ on each table, although for most meals
students may sit wherever they wish.

Another ‘encouragement’ to speak English is the ‘English Only
Raffle’ with a valuable prize for the winner - a Sony ‘Walkman’
cassette player, or similar. Every student is entitled to one raffle
ticket each week if he has spoken English much more than his own
language during the week. Throughout the Course there will also be
‘English Only Bonus’ days. If a student is noticeably trying to use
English and is not caught more than once using any language other
than English on that day, he will gain an extra ticket - a ‘bonus’. At
the end of four weeks there will be a draw for the lucky ticket. The
more tickets, the greater the chance of winning the prize. We hope
that the prize will be a positive inducement for students to use
English.

Religion

The Course is interdenominational. If parents so wish, we shall
arrange for children to attend an appropriate service. Please
indicate this on the Application Form. Transportation to and from
the church is payable by students.

The Jorg Weise Memorial Trophy

This is awarded annually at each School to the student who makes
the best all-round contribution to the Course. The Trophy was
presented to Vacational Studies in 1980 by Professor Dr. Eberhard
Weise, the Director of Bayer A.G. in Leverkusen, Germany, in
memory of his son Jorg (1958-1979) who was a student of ours in
1971. For us Jérg Weise embodies the finest qualities of endeavour
and achievement with a completely international outlook. The
names of the recipients each year are engraved onto the Trophy.

The Jorg Weise Memorial Scholarship

We are also proud to be associated with the Jérg Weise Memorial
Scholarship awarded by Professor Dr. Weise. The Scholarship is a
place on any of our Courses, return air ticket from anywhere in the
world, pocket money and optional sports fees. The recipient of the
Scholarship will be the sort of student outlined above who will
benefit from attending the Course, but who is unable to apply for a
place in the normal way for financial reasons. We welcome
nominations for the Scholarships in 1983 and 1984 which should be
sent in confidence, and without informing the potential recipient to
Vacational Studies.
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Marco (Italy), Franck and
Stephane (Monaco) and Paul
(Netherlands) playing
volleyball

The Course Fee includes:-
residence at the School
all meals*
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Theodora (Greece) and Isidor (Yugoslavia) in the Library at Elstree

Travel

It is quite safe for children to fly alone. For young children, Airlines
operate an ‘Unaccompanied Young Persons’ service and look after
them. There are many cut-price air-ticket offers - for early booking,
for young people, or for travel on particular flights. We operate a
standard collection and return transport service between Heathrow
Airport and the Schools on arrival and departure for a small charge
(see Fee Slip). Our staff can meet students on flights arriving at
Heathrow and check-in students on outgoing flights from Heathrow
on the stated dates. Our staff are at Heathrow from 12.00-18.00 on
arrival days and from 09.00-13.00 on departure days. If flights arrive
earlier than 12.00, students can wait for our representative near the
‘Information’ desk. If flights leave after 13.00, we shall take students
to wait in the correct area and explain the procedure. For arrivals or
departures outside our requested times, parents are asked to
indicate on the Flight Details form their agreement to children being
at Heathrow without our staff. This is absolutely straightforward
and safe.

We can make special taxi or minibus arrangements on your behalf if
your child must arrive later or leave earlier than our dates or times,
or if arrival or departure is at Gatwick Airport. There is no extra
charge for our making arrangements for you, but instead of our
stated collection/return service charge, the taxi or minibus charges
are payable direct by students. (As a guide, a one-way taxi to
Heathrow is about £27 and to Gatwick about £38.) Please indicate
any special requirements on the Application Form and send details
separately.

In Greece

Because of language and currency difficulties, some parents in
Greece may prefer to contact Airuniversal Travel Bureau, 3 Stadiou
Street, Athens 125 (Tel: 3223 557; Telex 214200) to whom we
allocate a few places each vear. We have known Airuniversal for ten
years and have found them very reliable. They offer their advice in
completing the form, the place on the Course and the flights at an
inclusive price. Parents in Greece may apply direct through us and
arrange their own flights, of course, if they prefer.

At the Airport

Before travelling, we send an identity badge and luggage tags to
ensure quick recognition. Our representative will also be wearing a
badge, carrying a large ‘Vacational Studies’ sign and will meet your
child at the entrance to the Arrivals Hall after leaving the Customs
Hall.

If you do not take our standard collection/return service, but we
make other arrangements for you, the same procedure applies.

If you come by car

Road directions are given by the Schools’ addresses. Parents
bringing their children to the School are asked to come between
12.30 and 14.30. Parents collecting children from the Schools on the

Cheam School
Take the A339 road from Newbury (signposted ‘Basingstoke’) for
10km. Cheam School is signposted on the right.

Address for students’ letters:

Cheam School

Vacational Studies Course

Headley Newbury Berkshire RG15 8LD.

Telephone (to contact Course Manager only):
Headley 242 (STD code 063523) (Mornings, please).

Elstree School

From London, follow M4 to Exit 12 (Theale). Leave M4 and follow
signs ‘A4 Newbury’ for 9km. to Woolhampton. In Woolhampton,
turn right after Falmouth Arms at the ‘Upper Woolhampton/Chapel
Row’ signpost. Elstree School is 1km. along this road on the right.
Address for students’ letters:

Elstree School

Vacational Studies Course

Woolhampton Reading RG7 5TD.

Telephone (to contact Course Manager only):

Woolhampton 2725 (STD code 073521) (Note: new number)
(Mornings, please).

These telephone numbers are special. They are only for use during
the Course and only the Course Manager can be obtained on them.

There is also a frequent train service from Paddington Station,
London, to Newbury Station. It is then an easy taxi journey to the
School.

During the rest of the year, please use our Office address and
telephone number below.

Visits to the Schools outside the Course dates may be made only by
appointment through our Office.

Finally....

We have tried to describe the Courses fully and frankly. We hope
this brochure contains all the information you need to make your
choice. Any further details you may require can be obtained from
the parents of our past students (the addresses of some of these are
on the enclosed list) and the Director. We suggest that you contact
our parental references as they may offer some useful advice.

Our Courses are designed with the benefit of years of experience
and we are confident that we can combine the learning of good
written and spoken English with an unforgettable and enjoyable
holiday for your child.

As we take only a limited number of students from any
particular country, we suggest you apply early. A ‘waiting list’
operates when the Courses are full.

Biographical Note

lan Mucklejohn - who, as the Director, co-ordinates the Schools -
was born in London, but has lived mostly in Newbury. He is a
Graduate of the University of London with an Honours Degree in
English Language and Literature and is an Associate of the College
of Preceptors. He has had many years experience in organising
Language Courses and in teaching as Head of an English
Department.
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to wait in the correct area and explain the procedure. For arrivais or
departures outside our requested times, parents are asked to
indicate on the Flight Details form their agreement to children being
at Heathrow without our staff. This is absolutely straightforward
and safe.

We can make special taxi or minibus arrangements on your behalf if
your child must arrive later or leave earlier than our dates or times,
or if arrival or departure is at Gatwick Airport. There is no extra
charge for our making arrangements for you, but instead of our
stated collection/return service charge, the taxi or minibus charges
are payable direct by students. (As a guide, a one-way taxi to
Heathrow is about £27 and to Gatwick about £38.) Please indicate
any special requirements on the Application Form and send details
separately.

In Greece

Because of language and currency difficulties, some parents in
Greece may prefer to contact Airuniversal Travel Bureau, 3 Stadiou
Street, Athens 125 (Tel: 3223 557; Telex 214200) to whom we
allocate a few places each year. We have known Airuniversal for ten
years and have found them very reliable. They offer their advice in
completing the form, the place on the Course and the flights at an
inclusive price. Parents in Greece may apply direct through us and
arrange their own flights, of course, if they prefer.

At the Airport

Before travelling, we send an identity badge and luggage tags to
ensure quick recognition. Our representative will also be wearing a
badge, carrying a large ‘Vacational Studies’ sign and will meet your
child at the entrance to the Arrivals Hall after leaving the Customs
Hall.

If you do not take our standard collection/return service, but we
make other arrangements for you, the same procedure applies.

If you come by car

Road directions are given by the Schools’ addresses. Parents
bringing their children to the School are asked to come between
12.30 and 14.30. Parents collecting children from the Schools on the
last day are asked to come before 11.00.

Pocket money

Pocket money can either be brought by your child, or sent in
advance to The National Westminster Bank, 30 Market Place,
Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5Ad, (‘Vacational Studies Pocket Money
A/C 65400100’). We recommend between £70 - £100 for the month
and add optional sports coaching fees, if applicable. Pocket money
should be brought in £ Sterling cash high value (£20) notes.

Clothes and possessions
Notes and advice on what to bringand other information will be sent
to parents and students in advance.

On arrival at the School

All money is handed in at the Office for safe-keeping and the student
can then withdraw money from his/her account daily. We keep
passports and tickets safely. We cannot accept responsibility for
pocket money or valuables not handed to us.

Schools’ addresses and directions

The Mary Hare School

From London follow M4 to Exit 13 (Newbury). Leave M4 and follow
signs ‘A34 Newbury'. After 1km. take slip road on left signposted
‘Curridge/Winterbourne/Hermitage’, then immediately right
signposted ‘Winterbourne/Donnington’, then left signposted
‘Donnington’. The Mary Hare School is first on the right.

Addresses for students’ letters:

The Mary Hare School

Vacational Studies Course

Newbury Berkshire RG16 9BQ.

Telephone (to contact Course Manager only):
Chieveley 464 (STD code 063521) (Mornings, please).
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the parents of our past students (the addresses of some of these are
on the enclosed list) and the Director. We suggest that you contact
our parental references as they may offer some useful advice.
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Our Courses are designed with the benefit of years of experience
and we are confident that we can combine the learning of good
written and spoken English with an unforgettable and enjoyable
holiday for your child.

As we take only a limited number of students from any
particular country, we suggest you apply early. A ‘waiting list’
operates when the Courses are full.

Biographical Note

Tan Mucklejohn - who, as the Director, co-ordinates the Schools -
was born in London, but has lived mostly in Newbury. He is a
Graduate of the University of London with an Honours Degree in
English Language and Literature and is an Associate of the College
of Preceptors. He has had many years experience in organising
Language Courses and in teaching as Head of an English
Department.
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Petra (Germany), Lovisa (Sweden) and Stefania (Italy) keeping fit....

Vacational
Studies

Vacational Studies

Pepys’ Oak Tydehams Newbury Berkshire RG14 6JT
Telephone: Newbury 41867 (STD code 0635)
Telegrams: Vacstuds, Newbury, Berkshire.

Telex: 848507 (Attn: VACS)
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